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A Rhetorical Analysis of Ruba’i “'Tis Grail Made ...” and a Commentary
on the Article “Potter Creating Wisdom”

Hushang Moradi, PhD

Assistant Professor in the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Tehran Center,

Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

Mohammad Mehdi Tarabikhah Jahromi, PhD

Assistant Professor of Larestan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Larestan, Iran

Abstract
Some lovers of Omar Khayyam read his famous Ruba’i differently. Meanwhile, some of his critics
have also followed the same reading and mentioned the reasons and motives of their different

o

view of the poem. They read the first hemistich, which is “'Tis grail made by Wisdom-Creator”,
as “The grail made by Mind-Creator.” Based on the past studies and several approaches to
studying Khayyam, this paper finds the attempts by the readers and the critics to adapt the poetic
ideas of Khayyam the main motive in reading the Ruba’i in a different way, and then reviews
the motive in the general section. In another section, the article “Potter Creating Wisdom” is
discussed. In the final section through a rhetorical analysis of the Ruba’, it is shown that the
technique employed by the poet is the reason the readers are misled. Hence, the reason that
the Ruba’i is read differently is its inexpressive language. Therefore, if the readers of the Ruba’i
consider the determiner "Tis", omitted at the beginning, then the hemistich would be read in a
different way: “The grail made by Mind-Creator”.

Keywords: Khayyam, Ruba(i, “Tis Grail of which”, “Potter Creating Wisdom”, Rhetorical
Analysis
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Ruhi Anwari’s Motivation in Writing Entreaties
Sakineh Moradi

PhD Student in Persian Language and Literature, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran

Abstract

One of Anwarf’s traits in the art of poetry is writing ballads. There are about 439 ballads in his
Diwan and a hundred of them are entreaty ballads. In addition to great poetic techniques in
terms of content, these poetic pieces are a common ground for the literati to discuss Anwari’s
morale and mood. In this paper, we employ a descriptive-analytical method to review a hundred
entreaty ballads of Anwari’s writings to determine their frequency and type of entreaty in terms
of corporeal and incorporeal motives, and compare and analyze each type of entreaty to find out
Anwari’s motives in writing the poems. According to the findings, most of Anwari’s entreaties
are corporeal (96 items, %89.8) compared to the 11 items of incorporeal entreaties (%10.2). In
addition, among the corporeal entreaties, 46 are for food, which is the highest number among
the corporeal entreaties. Furthermore, the highest number of entreaties are concerned with wine
with a frequency of 36 (%32.7), among all corporeal and incorporeal entreaties.

Keywords: Anwari, Ballad, Entreaty, Wine
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Folkloric Elements in Yadollah Taremi’s Poetry
Seyyed Mehdi Kheir Andish, PhD
Associate Professor in the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shiraz Center,
Payame Noor University, Shiraz, Iran
Parvin Mohammadizadeh
PhD Student in Persian Language and Literature, Eghlid Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Eghlid, Iran

Abstract

This study explores the reflection of folkloric elements in Yadollah Taremi’s Shamim-e Nastaran,
which is a collection of Yadollah Taremi’s poems. Yadollah Taremi is an Iranian poet who was
born in Shiraz and most of his poems are in Shirazi accent. In this study, the author seeks
to gather some more obvious samples of folkloric culture and language in the collection and
categorize them. According to the findings of this study, it is obvious that the most poetic themes
that Yadollah Taremi has conveyed through his poetry include a variety of religious, public, and
social beliefs. In addition, folksy allegories and proverbs are more apparent in Taremi’s poetry
at the linguistic level. In addition, Taremi has employed description and simile to define folksy
concepts and implemented local (Shirazi) vocabulary and expressions, which are among the
most important features of his poetry.

Keywords: Folklore, Local poetry, Yadollah Taremi, Shirazi Poetry
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Nihilism in Arabic and Iranian Fiction
Maryam Mohammadzadeh, PhD
Assistant Professor in the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Ahar Branch, Islamic

Azad University, Ahar, Iran

Abstract

Taking a pessimistic approach to the world and its relations has always been an issue in the
history of humankind. Consequently, approaching this type of viewpoint has become an official
school of thought called Nihilism, which is a product of Modernism. This school of thought has
lived through the works of philosophers and scholars and has been reflected in the Persian and
Arab poetries. One of the best methods to explain this topic is comparing it to the samples that
fall into the same category. Therefore, the current study explores the components of Nihilism in
the works of Sadegh Hedayat and Zakaria Tamer, who are two prominent writers in the realm of
modern story writing in Iran and Syria, using a descriptive-analytical method. This study seeks
to find the inconveniences arising from Nihilism and the reasons these two writers were drawn
into Nihilistic ideas. Although Hedayat and Tamer belong to two different cultures and societies,
the findings show that they were both drawn to Nihilism as a result of pessimism toward the
people and society, thoughts of death, and introversion. In addition, familiarity with the works
of Western scholars, despotism, and political repression are among the motives that pushed these
two writers toward Nihilism.

Keywords: Nihilism, Sadegh Hedayat, Zakaria Tamer, Introversion, Thoughts of Death
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Analyzing Ferdowsi’s "Khosrow and Shirin" within the Framework of
Modern Story Writing
Masood Pakdel, PhD
Assistant Professor in the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Ramhormoz Branch,

Islamic Azad University, Ramhormoz, Iran

Abstract
Ferdowsi was an innovator in rhetoric, a leading poet among the many prominent poets,
and a skilled storyteller. The stories in Shahnameh (The Epic of the Kings) are masterpieces
in themselves and none of them can be simply considered superior to the others, when one
contemplates on them. The story of Khosrow and Shirin offers an abundance of grace and beauty,
elegance and glory, valor and chastity, combat and banquet, which upon multiple readings, the
reader feels the pleasure more profoundly. However, the rules and standards that are applied
to the storytelling today were not an issue in the past, but the lasting stories of the past can be
reviewed and critiqued according to the contemporary standards. This study tries to conform the
story of Khosrow and Shirin to the standards of the modern story writing. Hence, after a brief
introduction, an excerpt of the story is presented and then the issue of conformity is discussed.

Keywords: Ferdowsi, Khosrow and Shirin, Story Elements, Shahnameh
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Intertextuality of the Educational Concepts of Qur'an and Hadith in
Religious Themes of Akhavan-Sales and Ahmad Shamlou’s Poetry

Abolghasem Amir Ahmadi, PhD
Assistant Professor in the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Sabzevar Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Sabzevar, Iran
Ali Eshghi Sardehi, PhD
Assistant Professor in the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Sabzevar Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Sabzevar, Iran
Elham Badloo
PhD Student in Persian Language and Literature, Sabzevar Branch, Islamic Azad University,

Sabzevar, Iran

Abstract

Intertextual analysis is an approach to investigate all types of textuality. This means that one
should read every text in juxtaposition to other texts, keeping in mind that texts are not closed
systems, and that every text is connected to others intentionally or unintentionally. On the other
hand, the unbreakable bond that the Persian poets hold with Quranic Verses and Hadiths of
Prophet's Household (Peace be upon them) boosted the longevity and durability of their poetry.
Intertextuality in one sense is the interaction of texts, an interesting topic for researchers and
literary critics, and a modern achievement in the field of literature that reviews the similarities,
differences and influence of texts in juxtaposition to other texts both in poetry and in prose.
This paper tries to analyze the poetry of Akhavan-Sales and Ahmad Shamlou based on their
association to the verses and Quranic tales, in order to reveal how they borrowed from those
verses and tales and the way they used the borrowings in their poetry. The methodology here is
an analytical-descriptive one conducted based on the approach of intertextual theorists to show
that, apart from the cohesive structure of the verses; they involve some revelational-narrational
themes incorporated into their poetry, and that unlike what many critics suggest, the two poets
rendered their poetry in a religious and Quranic fashion.

Keywords: Hadiths and Quranic Tales, Intertextuality, Akhavan-Sales, Ahmad Shamlou
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Archetypal Analysis of Attar of Neyshabur’s Musibat-Nama
Azadeh Eghrani Argi
Doctorate of Persian Language and Literature, Neyshabur r Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Neyshabur, Iran
Parvindokht Mash-hoor, PhD
Assistant Professor in the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Neyshabur branch,

Islamic Azad University, Neyshabur, Iran

Abstract

Archetype is a fundamental notion in Jung's teachings, which is rooted in the individual and
collective unconscious of all human beings as humanity's common heritage. Jung has mentioned
a variety of archetypes, among which the ‘Hero's Journey’, “The Wise Old’, and ‘Rebirth’ are
discussed in this paper. Among the main manifestations of the unconscious mind and archetype,
which is a product of unconscious mind, are Art and Literature. In Attar of Neyshabur’s Musibat-
Nama the three archetypes that were mentioned earlier are noticeable. Accordingly, in this study
the concept of archetype in Jung’s teachings is compared to the mystical thoughts of Attar of
Neyshabur through a descriptive-analytical method. The findings show that the Hero's Journey
archetype conforms to the mystical journey of the disciple in Musibat-Nama. Additionally, it is
shown that the guiding function of The Wise Old is vividly manifested in the Musibat-Nama.
Furthermore, the transition from one level of the mystical to the next with the help of The
Wise Old and gaining intuitive and epistemic experiences, while reaching the gates of perdition
leading to the eternal life, are the characteristics of "Rebirth."

Keywords: Attar, Musibat-Nama, Jung, Archetype, Hero’s Journey, The Wise Old, Rebirth
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Patriotism in the Poetry of Persian Constitutional Revolution Era
Nemat Esfahani Omran, PhD
Assistant Professor in the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Jiroft Branch, Islamic

Azad University, Jiroft, Iran

Abstract

Committed poetry is a division of poetry in which the poet praises and describes his/her
motherland with outmost love and devotion. It should be noted that the concept of home country
in the poetry of the era of Persian Constitutional Revolution differs from the one presented in
the Ancient Persian Poetry. The concept of home country pertained to the birthplace in the
classical literature, meaning that it was the place that the poet grew up there. In addition, in a
broader sense and from an Islamic viewpoint it was the whole territory of Islam. The concept
of homeland, however, in its modern sense especially in the post-Constitutional Revolution Era
pertains to a land, in which its people share ethnic, linguistic and cultural values and feel really
proud of those values. This loyalty to one’s home country, ethnicity, language and culture is
worthy of praise, of course, when it avoids fanaticism (Chauvinistic ideologies), and degradation
of other nations. The interest in this topic rose after the Persian Constitutional Revolution took
place, especially during the reign of Pahlavi I, when the Academy of Persian Language and
Literature was established; it was then when a wide range of patriotic and committed poets
took interest in that particular topic. In this paper, some foundations of poetry in the era of the
Persian Constitutional Revolution including, the praise for the homeland, are investigated.

Keywords: Poetry of Persian Constitutional Revolution Era, Homeland, Iranian Homeland,

Islamic Homeland, Iranian Islamic Homeland
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