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Say — if you give me much more of your sass I'll

‘take and bounce a rock offn your head.”
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‘.Oh, of COURSE you will’
‘Well I WILL.
Well why don’t you DO it then? What do you keep’
SAYING you will for? Why don’t you DO it? It’s
‘because you're afraid
‘I AIN’T afraid’
‘You are’
‘I ain’t’
‘You are’
Another pause, and more eying and sidling around
each other. Presently they were shoulder to shoulder. Tom
:said
‘I1Get away from here’
‘1Go away yourself
‘I won't’
I won'’t either’
So they stood, each with a foot placed at an angle as a
brace, and both shoving with might and main, and
glowering at each other with hate. But neither could get
an advantage. After struggling till both were hot and
flushed, each relaxed his strain with watchful caution, and
Tom said:(Twine, 1879:9)
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There was a slight noise behind her and she turned just in time to seize a small boy
by the slack of his roundabout and arrest his flight.
“There! I might ‘a’ thought of that closet. What you been doing in there?”
“Nothing.”
“Nothing! Look at your hands. And look at your mouth. What is that truck?”
“I don’t know, aunt”
Well, I know. It’s jam—that’s what it is. Forty times I've said if you didn’t let that jam”
“.alone I'd skin you. Hand me that switch
The switch hovered in the air—the peril was desperate—
“IMy! Look behind you, aunt”
The old lady whirled round, and snatched her skirts out of danger. The lad fled on the
.nstant, scrambled up the high board-fence, and disappeared over it.

(Twine: 1879: 2 _ 3)
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“It was an awful sight of money when it was piled up. Well, Judge Thatcher, he took it
and put it out at interest, and it fetched us a dollar a day apiece, all the year round— more
than a body could tell what to do with. The Widow Douglas, she took me for her son, and
allowed she would civilize me; but it was rough living in the house all the time, considering
how dismal regular and decent the widow was in all her ways; and so when I couldn’t stand
it no longer I lit it out. I got into my old rags and my sugar-hogshead again, and was free and
satisfied. But Tom Sawyer he hunted me up and said he was going to start a band of robbers,
and I might join if I would go back to the widow and be respectable. So I went back.”
(Twine, 1884:3)
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“The nearer it got to noon that day the thicker and thicker was the wagons and
horses in the streets, and more coming all the time. Families fetched their dinners
with them from the country, and eat them in the wagons. There was considerable
whisky drinking going on, and I seen three fights. By and by somebody sings out:
"Here comes old Boggs!
—in from the country for his little old monthly drunk; here he comes, boys!"
All the loafers looked glad; I reckoned they was used to having fun out of Boggs. One
of them says:
"Wonder who he's a -gwyne to chaw up this time. If he'd a
-chawed up all the men he's ben a-gwyne to chaw up in the last twenty year he'd have
considerable ruputation now."
Another one says, "I wisht old Boggs'd threaten me, 'cuz then I'd know I warn't
gwyne to die for a thous an' year."
Boggs comes a -tearing along on his horse, whooping and yelling like an Injun, and
singing out:
"Cler the track, thar. I'm on the waw -path, and the price uv coffins is a - gwyne to

raise."
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He was drunk, and weaving about in his saddle; he was over fifty year old, and had a
very red face. Everybody yelled at him and laughed at him and sassed him, and he sassed
back, and said he'd attend to them and lay them out in their regular turns, but he couldn't
wait now because he'd come to town to kill old Colonel Sherburn, and his motto was,
"Meat first, and spoon vittles to top off on."

:He see me, and rode up and says

"Whar'd you come f'm, boy? You prepared to die?"

Then he rode on. I was scared, but a man says:

"He don't mean nothing; he's always a - carryin' on like that when he's drunk. He's

the best naturedest old fool in Arkansaw —never hurt nobody, drunk nor sober.

(Twine: 1884: 188 —9)
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Then they waited in silence for what seemed a long time. The hooting
of a distant owl was all the sound that troubled the dead stillness. Tom’s
reflections grew oppressive. He must force some talk. So he said in a whisper:"
“Hucky, do you believe the dead people like it for us to be here?”
Huckleberry whispered:
“I wisht I knowed. It’s awful solemn like, ain’t it”
There was a considerable pause, while the boys canvassed this matter inwardly. Then”
Tom whispered:
“Say, Hucky —do you reckon Hoss Williams hears us talking”?
“O’ course he does. Least his sperrit does”.
Tom, after a pause:
“Iwish I'd said Mister Williams. But I never meant any harm. Everybody calls him Hoss”
“.A body can’t be too partic’lar how they talk ‘bout these -yer dead people, Tom”
This was a damper, and conversation died again.
Presently Tom seized his comrade’s arm and said:
“Sh™!
“What is it, Tom?” And the two clung together with beating hearts.

“Sh! There ‘tis again! Didn’t you hear it?”(Twine, 1879:89)
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